
WELCOME 

Welcome to the latest edi on of Hub & Spoke.  

In this edi on we have plenty of informa on and updates 
about the Company and ac vi es of the Members, including: 

Þ Spotlight on the new Master, Nigel Biggs 

Þ Membership & Recruitment 

Þ Charity Update 

Þ New Freemen & Liverymen 

Þ Military Affilia ons Update 

Þ Spotlight on a Wheelwright—Croford Coachmakers 

Þ 100+ Club 

Þ Our Patron Saint - St. Willigis 

Þ The Company Archives 

And much more. We hope you find this interes ng. Our 
thanks go out to all those who contributed to this Newsle er. 

We are always looking for interes ng updates and ar cles, so 
if you have anything to share, please let the editor know via 
the Clerk. 

 

The HUB & SPOKE - The Newsletter of the Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights  

2023 Events Calendar 

22nd March  Easter Court & Dinner. Cutlers’ Hall 

11th May  Mansion House Banquet 

5th July Summer Court & Lunch, Tallow 
Chandler’s Hall 

17th October Michaelmas Court & Dinner, Goldsmiths’ 
Hall 

7th December  Installation Court & Dinner, Drapers’ Hall 

For a full list of upcoming events, please visit the web site at h ps://
wheelwrights.org/events 

Spring 2023 

The Worshipful 
Company of 

Wheelwrights 

Membership & Recruitment 

Key to the future of the Company is to have a strong pipeline 
of new members, not only to sustain the Company but also to 
bring in new people and ideas. We are at a cri cal point in our 
history. Membership has been reasonably sta c over the last 
few years, which has been clearly impacted by Covid.  

We recognise that many people now meet and communicate 
in different ways to what some of us might have been used to, 
but we do need to find a way to a ract new members. The 
Membership and Livery commi ees are looking at new and 
more cost effec ve social events that appeal to different 
groups of members, but the best recruitment tool, is you, our 
exis ng members.  

The Master has given the Court an objec ve to each bring in a 
new member this year. Expanding on this, we would 
encourage everyone to try to bring on a new person. As you 
know the events we hold are intended to be fun, mee ng-up 
with friendly like-minded people who enjoy our history, our 
charitable ac vi es, the cra  (both ancient and modern) as 
well as inter-livery sports and much more. 

Membership applica on forms and a membership prospectus  
are on our web site and available in hard copy at each event. 
In addi on, recognising that not everyone can afford the full 
cost of membership early in their careers or family life, we 
offer a graduated scheme to reduce the cost of membership 
to those under 41.  

So, please bring friends and colleagues along to our events 
and encourage them to join us. 



Spotlight on the Master 

I am delighted to contribute to this newsle er for the first me 
as Master.  

I have the honour of having a long family associa on with the 
Wheelwrights. I joined as an appren ce at the tender age of 14. 
This did however result in a rather dull period in my life as my 
indenture had the following restric ons un l I was 21; not to 
commit formica on, play cards, dice or tables or play other 
unlawful games. I was further banned from haun ng taverns or 
playhouses. I have however finally got over these restric ons. I 
then went on to become a full member of the company aged 21.  

I am delighted that my two sons have also become appren ces 
to the company. However, I am not convinced of their 
strict adherence to the above rules!  We now have a number of 
appren ces and if you have children below 21, I would 
encourage you to get them to join as appren ces. The clerk can 
give you all the details.  

As a bit of background I grew up in Chislehurst and a ended The 
City of London School before reading Property Valua on and 
Estate Management at The City University in London. My first job 
was in the heart of the City in Watling Street. I qualified as a 
Chartered Surveyor and am now an Execu ve Director at 
interna onal property consultants CBRE where I specialise in Pan 
European asset services. 

Apart from my surveying career I spent over 20 years as a 
warfare officer at HMS President in the Royal Navy Reserve. With 
no surprise I have a keen interest in the sea and have a 
commercial Yacht Master licence and enjoy being afloat on 
anything. I also hold a commercial pilot’s licence with a lifelong 
interest in avia on. My other passion is skiing having lived in 
Chamonix for four years and enjoy compe ng in the Inter Livery 
ski championships. 

I have a keen interest in The City and am an ac ve member of 
the Langbourn Ward Club, along with several fellow 
Wheelwrights.   

I am very much looking forward to my year as Master and I hope 
you enjoy the Livery Halls I have chosen this year. Full details are 
in the calendar but I am especially looking forward to our dinner 
at the Goldsmiths’ Hall in October which we have not visited for 
many years. I am delighted that the Lord Mayor will be joining us 
for our annual banquet at Mansion House in May. Rear Admiral 
Anthony Rimington will be our principal guest who will be giving 
us the inside story on Royal Navy opera ons.  

The livery commi ee have also been working hard in producing a 
number of less formal events and I would encourage you to 
a end these. If you would like to get involved in this commi ee 
the chairman James Peace would be delighted to hear from you.  

Finally, a word on membership. We really need another 30 or 40 
members to ensure we have a really vibrant livery. I would 
therefore encourage you to promote membership to your friends 
and work colleagues, especially if they have enjoyed a ending a 
func on as a guest. There are significant discounts for those 
joining below the age of 41, details are on our website. 

Nigel 
Nigel Biggs, Master 



Charitable Trust - 3H Founda on 

One of the many chari es we support is the 3H Founda on (‘3H’). It was founded nearly 50 years ago by the parents of a 
young boy with severe disabili es. They wanted a family holiday together but found it difficult to find a safe and adapted 
venue as well as somewhere their son could be looked a er for short periods so that they could have a break too.  The charity 
was established to address this need and, since that me, the charity has grown. During the pandemic, 3H con nued to 
develop as it took the opportunity to adapt, reassess its provision and seek to help even more people.  

3H’s mission statement is ‘To provide holidays, short breaks and ac vi es for adults and children with disabili es, and periods 
of respite for carers’. Over the years, the Wheelwrights Charity has provided grants 
towards, for example, ac vity holidays in Devon, the Lake District and Cornwall. 

The Wheelwrights Charity has had a long associa on with 3H having been a generous 
supporter for over 15 years. The Chairman of 3H, Stephen Clark, a past Master of the 
Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights, first visited 3H in 2006 in his capacity a Trustee of 
the Wheelwrights Charity. Stephen’s links with 3H grew as he went on to be appointed as a 
Trustee in 2009. More informa on about this charity and the work that they do can be 
found on our Website. 

Dogs For Good - Jimmy Pupdate!  

Following the fund-raising “Tour de Wheelwrights” in August 2021, led by Liveryman Graham Ellis, the first payment was made 
in May 2022 to start ini al training of golden retriever puppy, Jimmy. He is s ll in the ini al socialisa on training period and is 
expected to come into full Dogs For Good training later this year. Jimmy is living in Oxfordshire with Helen who is one of the 
Dogs For Good volunteer Puppy Socialisers. With the support of their specialist Puppy and Health and Welfare teams, Helen is 

teaching Jimmy essen al obedience and social skills in readiness for his future role as an 
assistance dog for a disabled person. Jimmy is now 9-months-old. The Wheelwrights’ Charity is 
following his progress and they were delighted to provide the Company with the update below 
from Helen.  

 “Jimmy is doing extremely well. He is very obedient and well-mannered. He is not at all 
possessive over his food and toys. He loves people, especially children and other dogs.  

We’ve been out and about all over the place! We went on holiday to Cornwall and visited the 
beach and restaurants where Jimmy received lots of compliments about his behaviour. We’ve 
been to adventure parks and tourist a rac ons including Cotswold Wildlife Park where he met 
animals of all shapes and sizes!” 

Livery Commi ee 

Welcome to a new year of ac vi es organized by the Livery Commi ee and a new Chairman! 

I very much hope that you will con nue to support our events for the coming year. Details have already been circulated of our 
tour “Behind the Scenes” of the Royal Opera House on the 16th March which I am delighted to say is now full. Our plans also 
include an event in the Spring specifically aimed at younger members and poten al liverymen, an “Evening City Walk” in June 
and a tour of Drapers’ Hall, prior to our Installa on Dinner at the same venue. Details of these and other planned events will 
be circulated nearer the me. 

The purpose of the commi ee is to organize less formal events for the whole livery at a reasonable cost, which we hope will 
also be an opportunity to meet fellow liverymen, entertain guests, and introduce poten al members. 
To this end I would welcome sugges ons of events that could be of interest. Our events require 
organiza on so if anyone is interested/willing to join our commi ee then again please get in touch. 

Finally the commi ee also co-ordinates our involvement in Inter-Livery events. These are usually 
adver sed separately but I would ask for your support of the Inter-Livery Golf Match on Thursday 29th 
June at Gerrards Cross Golf Club. If you are interested/able to support this please contact James 
Sampson at jamespsampson@me.com 

James Peace, Chairman 
James.peace@talk21.com 



Military Affiliate Update 

Since the last Newsle er, the Master has been very pleased to present a copy of the Nery Gun with a cita on to the winner of 
the Best RA Badged Cadet in the South East London Army Cadet Force, SSgt Asher Binns, at the Installa on Court Mee ng and 
then the Davidson Cup and an engraved Tankard to the Best NCO in the 106(Yeomanry) Regiment RA to Bombardier  Darren L 
Mayers. 

A number of further presenta ons are planned over the next couple of months to the Royal School of Ar llery for the winner 
of their Gunnery Course, the “Rolling Wheel Award” to the 12th Squadron RAF and the Captain’s Cup on HMS Severn. 

New Freemen and Liverymen 

The Master was pleased to clothe Mrs Janine Wallace, Mrs Shamsah Scarle , Dr Burham Al Chalabi and Mr Stephen Delia with 
the Livery of the Company at the Installa on Court Mee ng in December.  

They are all most welcome and we all look forward to their ac ve par cipa on in the Company. 

Best NCO award to Bdr Mayers Best Badged Cadet to SSgt Binns Best Badged Cadet presenta on 

Dr Al Chalabi & Mrs Scarle  receiving their 
City Freedom Cer ficates.  

Stephen Delia  being Clothed by the Master 
Janine Wallace being Clothed by the Master 

Dr Al Chalabi receiving his Company e Shamsah Scarle  taking the Livery Oath 

Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights Web Site 

Please remember to keep an eye on our new web site (h ps://wheelwrights.org/) for the latest news about the Company and 
check on and book places at upcoming events.  

As members, you can log into the members only sec on to update some of your profile details, download informa on for new 
poten al members as well as other interes ng and useful informa on about the Company. 

 



 Croford Coachbuilders  

Formerly the Bri sh Wheel Works, established in 1896, Croford’s have been manufacturing wheels 
and restoring carriages, wagons, veteran cars and cannons for clients worldwide ever since.  

They have held the Royal Warrant since 1982, but have been involved with Royal Carriages for many years prior to this, and 
even received a le er from our late Queen, expressing her great sa sfac on on the part Crofords played in prepara ons for 
her Silver Jubilee in 1977.  

They are rightly very proud to have been the major contributor to the restora on of the Lord 
Mayor’s Coach in 2015, which involved new wheels and restora on of the undercarriage. For many 
years, they have also been involved in the prepara ons, movement and support for The Lord 
Mayor’s Show.  

Tim and Nick are both Master Wheelwrights, and have been with Crofords 
since the age of 16. They have two appren ces, Ted, who is in his third year, 
recently passed his Architectural Joinery Level 2 with East Kent College and 
is hoping to qualify as one of the youngest wheelwrights, as he started his 

appren ceship at 17. Harry aged 23, who joined them last June and is working well with Tim and Nick’s 
guidance, and growing in confidence every day.    

They have some amazing projects in progress including working on a fully opera onal Roman Carriage, 
that will take up to 8 passengers, and been constructed as close to the original design as possible based 
on limited informa on. It is such an exci ng project and they think it will be the only fully opera onal one 
in existence. It  will be used on an estate in Somerset, be horse-drawn and carry passengers on a regular 
basis.  
 

Another great honour is to look a er all the wheels - repairing and remaking them if necessary, also any 
wooden parts, including limber boards and pole bars - for the WW1 field guns associated with The King’s 

Troop, Royal Horse Ar llery, which has a fascina ng history.  

Tim has recently been restoring a Showman’s Caravan, and Crofords have a number of carriages from The Royal Mews there at 
the moment, for remedial works.  

They had to carry out some very important repairs to The Corona on 
Gold Coach, before Christmas 2021, ready to be used in Her late 
Majesty’s Pla num Jubilee celebra ons. Crofords had previously 
provided new hanging straps and carried out other repairs, as far back as 
the 1980’s. They are extremely honoured to be involved with such a 
magnificent coach.  Crofords like to use all tradi onal mbers, such as 
Ash, Elm and Oak, and some of their machines date back to Victorian 

mes and would be impossible to replace. 

100+ Club 

At the Installa on Court mee ng in December the annual Super Draw of the 100+ Club took place.  The lucky winners were: 

1st Prize: Andrew Gillespie  £720 

2nd Prize: Susie Morris  £360 

3rd Prize: Nigel Biggs  £240 

4th Prize: Michael Evans  £125 

For those who are not aware, for the low cost of £10 per month (paid by standing order or annual cheque payment) you can 
enter our quarterly draw. 

50% of all revenue gets paid into the Company’s Charity Cra  Fund and the remainder is paid out in prizes. For quarters 1,2 
and 3, 40% gets paid out as prizes, with the balance held over for the Super Draw in the 4th quarter draw, held at the 
Installa on Court mee ng.  For more informa on, please take a look in the members sec on of the website or contact Court 
Assistant Nick Du  on nickdu 60@gmail.com.  

At the Lord Mayor’s Show 

The Lord Mayor’s Coach The Croford’s Team 

Working on the Corona on Coach 

Roman Carriage 



 Company Archives 

This is the first of a series of proposed ar cles about the Company’s archives and Treasures. 

In December 1940 in the early stage of the Second World War our records up un l 1766 were 
destroyed.  However in 1844 the Court asked the then Clerk, James Benjamin Sco  to produce a 
short history of the Company and it is en rely due to his work that we know anything about the 
first 96 years of our existence as a Company. J B Sco  was the third of four consecu ve members 
of the Sco  family that covered the role of Clerk from 1818 to 1908.  A descendant of that family 
is a current Liveryman. 

We were very fortunate that our original Royal Charter dated 3 February 1670 and Bylaws /
Ordinances of October 1670 and 1714 survived the bombing. The Ordinances each of three 
membranes are ghtly rolled in their original boxes. The Charter of four membranes with the 
original King Charles 11 Seal is stored in a flat container.  In 2019 several members of the Court 

covered the cost of custom made boxes to aid preserva on of 
both Charter and Ordinances and these are held at Guildhall. The Charter was on display in 
St Paul’s Crypt at the Dinner to celebrate our 350th Anniversary. Recently two Past Masters 
gi ed a framed scan of the Charter and it is proposed that this be on display at every 
Installa on Dinner. 

We are indebted to Michael Hinton Clerk 1965 -72 for his work in gathering together older 
archives including Minute Books previously held at our Bankers and these are now lodged 
at Guildhall. Over 300 years a er Grant of Royal Charter in 1670 in 1993 the first Archivist 
was appointed but li le work was undertaken at this me due to the lack of storage space.  

Hon. Court Assistant Keith Gordon was appointed Archivist in 2003 and in 2013 the 
Company entered into a lease of a vault in Saddlers’ Hall and with Past Master Graham 
Westwell appointed Assistant Archivist. This 
enabled documents papers and photographs 

collected over the years by Keith Gordon and former Treasurer and Clerk Peter Crouch 
to be finally brought together. 

As already indicated the majority of our records from 1766 are however stored at 
Guildhall Library but viewing is possible.   This enabled Past Masters Armfield and 
Westwell to compile from the Minute Books a list of every Freeman since 1766 and we 
are now able to answer ques ons from the general public on whether an ancestor was a 
member of our Company. As a result of such an enquiry a descendant gi ed a City of 
London Freedom Cer ficate dated 1784 to the Company. The Minute Books - covering 

1766 to 1967, all hand wri en, are held at Guildhall and 
available to view. Contact Graham Westwell 
(gwestwell1940@gmail.com) for further informa on. 

We have been endeavouring to build an archive and par cularly on the trade/cra  of wheelwrigh ng 
by way of Google and purchases on EBay. We now hold over 90 books and brochures and over 160 
ar cles/postcards where the trade is covered.  The oldest “The Book of Trades or Library of Useful 
Arts” published in 1811 has 5 pages devoted to our trade. We will be very pleased to learn of 
“anything” related to the trade and that we could record in the archives. 

Keith Gordon and Graham Westwell 

In Memoriam - Past Master Neville Joseph 

It is with great sadness that we have to report on 
the sad passing of Past Master Neville Joseph.  

Neville’s business career included being a partner 
in a London firm of Chartered Accountants for 
several years and then General Manager of a 
Private Bank in the City before se ng up in prac se on his own as 
a chartered accountant and financial adviser. 

He was admi ed to the Livery in 1973, joined the Court in 1990 
and was Master in 2002.   

He leaves behind his wife Elna and  3 children. The whole of the 
Company pass on our condolences to them. 

Bateman Tankard - 1683 

Cup & Cover - 1881 

Bowl - 1837 

Poor Boxes 

Greater London South East Sector Army Cadet 
Force.  
 

The Master, Nigel Biggs and 
the MLO, Nick Du , 
a ended a tour of the three 
detachments of our 
affiliated  Army Cadet Force.  

It was an interes ng 
evening, being driven across parts of London to see the 
detachments in ac on. From their base in Blackheath to 
visit 97 Det Woolwich , 109 Det Belvedere and finally 96 
Det Grove Park . It was great to see them recovering 
their numbers following the pandemic. 



St Willigis, Who and Why 

The Court has for some me, at the Lunch following Epiphany Court, toasted our patron Saint Willigis. Although 
never actually canonized, his feast day is celebrated by Roman Catholics on 23rd February – the day of his death, 
aged 71, in 1011.  
 

Emperor O o the Great appointed him as his Chancellor in 971 on the recommenda on of 
Bishop Volkold of Meissen. In 975 O o appointed him Archbishop of Mainz.  Subsequently he 
became Archchancellor of the Holy Roman Empire – possibly then the most powerful office of 
the church outside Rome. His legacy is largely one of a respected and revered leader who 
efforts were mostly remembered for the building of roads and bridges – as well as the 
fostering of commerce. He is possibly best remembered for ini a ng the construc on of the 
first Mainz Cathedral, which disastrously burnt down on the day of its consecra on on 29th 
August 1009. He immediately gave orders for its reconstruc on – which survives to the 
present day. 

Why then should Willigis have been chosen by the Company to be its patron saint? Well the answer 
is of course that we didn’t choose him – in a way he chose us – or more accurately wheelwrights 
generally. Coats of Arms are not thought to have been in existence un l the 12th century, however 
Willigis adopted an early version of a Coat of Arms, possibly a personal ensign, comprising a pair of 
six spoked, silver wheels on a red background – this symbol was later adopted by the city of Mainz, 
the Archbishopric of Mainz and much later, the Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights in their own 

respec ve Coats of Arms. For reasons unknown our own Company’s Coat of Arms contains three such wheels, not 
two, although s ll on a red background. What provoked Willigis to adopt the wheels as his own symbol is strictly 
speaking not known although one theory is more a rac ve to us than others. It is believed that adversaries and 
detractors of Willigis would draw wheels on the doors and walls of his offices and residences – a clear reference to 
the mean and lowly origins of Willigis whose father was a wheelwright. Willigis, in response adopted the mo o 
‘Vergessen sie nicht woher sie kommen’ or ‘remember where you came from’ and took up the wheels as his 
personal emblem. Whether true in whole or in part our predecessors in the Company had no alterna ve but to 
recognise Willigis as the saint of wheelwrights.                                                    

Bert Wiegman - Past Master 

Burnt Mill Academy Update 

As the rela onship with our ‘adopted’ school, Harlow’s Burnt Mill Academy develops, the help we can deliver 
becomes ever more apparent, so this is a ‘call to arms’ to all fellow Wheelwrights. 

Firstly, there is our support for the school library which will in future become known as the ‘Wheelwright Library’.  
Our charity has already agreed to provide £2,000 of funding to this project in the first year, but more books and 
media materials are needed than even this amount can provide. Can you HELP?? Maybe, you have suitable 
volumes you no longer need but which would be greatly valued by Burnt Mill and its students. 

Then, there is our career/mo va onal speaker programme whereby we try to provide insights into the world of 
future educa on or work with the help of our own Livery members or their contacts. We are heartened by the 
generosity of those of you who have already made their way to Harlow to give these lunch me talks and help open 
the eyes of both students and staff to the enormous range of opportuni es that exist out there not least in the 
field of IT. As Wheelwrights, we are really well-placed to assist so if you think you can, please contact us, Burnt Mill 
Academy needs you. 

That is not all. Each Autumn the school organises ‘mock’ interviews for students in its leading year groups to help 
prepare them for the ‘real’ thing and for life beyond school. This event works best when inexperienced young 
people come face to face with those from the ‘great outside’. 

If you think you have something to give then we would like to hear from you, it takes no more than an a ernoon of 
your me. If you feel you can make a contribu on on any of these fronts the Wheelwright Educa on Group would 
be really apprecia ve. Just contact our Clerk, Susie Morris and she will steer you in our direc on  

The Wheel of Mainz 



Recent Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

King’s Troop RA—Royal Salute—Nov 14th 22 

Installa on Court 
Mee ng & Dinner 

2022-23 Court Members present at the Installa on Court Mee ng 


