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HUB & SPOKE 
NEWSLETTER OF THE WORSHIPFUL  
COMPANY OF WHEELWRIGHTS 

Issue 14 – Autumn 2025 

UPDATE FROM THE MASTER 

It’s certainly been a busy few months, 

representing the Company at many 

different and varied events, including 

among others:  

• Aldgate Ward Club Summer Lunch 

• Basketmakers dinner 

• James Wood in Devon 

• Riding for Disabled Carriage Driving 

•  Livery Committee boat trip to the     

         Fan Makers’ Museum  

•  Working Wheelwrights’ Lunch 

•  Admission of Sheriffs  

•  Sheep Drive and Livery Crafts Fair 

•  Lady Mayor’s Election 

•  The Worshipful Company of  

         Clockmakers lecture and dinner 

•  NTDA Annual Dinner 

•  Silent Ceremony and Presentation   

         of Addresses 

At the Sheep drive, I was particularly 

pleased to host Lady Mary Peters as our 

guest (see photo opposite). 

I have very much enjoyed my year as 

Master and being able to meet so 

many of you at our various events. 

Over the course of the last few months I 

together with my Wardens and some Past 

Masters, have been working on the 

development of an Operational Plan.  

A key concern is that the Company has 

been living beyond its means and whilst 

our continuing drive for new members is 

key, we also have to look at all our  

 

WELCOME 

Welcome to this Autumn 

2025 edition of the Hub & 

Spoke Newsletter.  

 

We hope you enjoy reading 

what the members of the 

Company have been up to 

over the last few months.  

 

As usual we are very grateful 

to all those who provided 

information, articles and 

photos to the editor for use in 

this newsletter. 

 

Whilst this is aimed at updating 

all the members of the 

Company on its many and 

varied activities, it would also 

be good to include other news 

and updates from you, our 

members. So, if you have 

anything you’d like to share, 

please let the Learned Clerk 

know. 

 
 

 

 

0 

CONTENTS 

Update from the Master - Pg 1 

Badges – Pg 2 

Membership – Pg 4 

Livery Committee – Pg 5 

Craft Committee – Pg 6 

Spotlight on a Wheelwright – 

Pg 8 

Wizardry in Wood – Pg 9 

Military Affiliates – Pg 11 

Charity Update – Pg 12  

Tyre Trade Update – Pg 15 

100+ Club – Pg 15 

Social Media – Pg 16 

Spoke Club – Pg 17 

Education Group – Pg 17 

Silent Ceremony – Pg 19 

Colonial Williamsburg – Pg 19 

Calendar of Events – Pg 20 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 
 

 

UPDATE FROM THE MASTER (CONT.) 

activities in the round as well as ensuring that the strategies and plans we develop are built on 

and implemented over the long term. We are still at the stage where we are discussing the 

finer details with all those involved and will share more details in due course. Suffice it to say, 

that we are actively working to ensure the long-term sustainability of the Company and build 

on the last 355 years of success.   

At the Michaelmas Court meeting, Stefan Hay was elected as the Master for the upcoming year. 

I look forward to installing him as Master in December. I wish him the very best for his year as 

Master of the wonderful Company. 

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the Learned Clerk, Susie, my Wardens and 

members of the Court for their support over the last year. 

Best wishes 

Chris 

Chris Ball 

Master 

 

WHEELWRIGHT’S BADGES 

The Company has a Master’s Badge and Chains, two Wardens’ Badges, Past Master’s Badges, 

Clerk’s Badge, Beadle’s Badge and the Court Usher’s Badge and over the next three issues we 

will be covering the background to them all and recent developments. 

 

The Master’s Badge 

In 1873 the design of a badge to cost no more than 50 guineas (£7,200 

nowadays) was approved by the Court and first worn at a Livery Dinner 

on 14 October 1873. As you will see from the photograph there is a 

circle of blue enamel with a rim of 18ct gold with the then Company 

Coat of Arms in relief and comprised of gold and silver and white, 

yellow and green enamel. The 16 wheels are in gold and alternating 

white and red enamel with each wheel set within a gold decorative U. 

Beneath the shield is a scroll of gold and blue enamel bearing our 

motto “God Grant Unity”. The head of the badge is a representation of 

the shield, supporters and motto of the City of London in gold and 

enamel. 
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WHEELWRIGHT’S BADGES (CONT.) 

The Master’s Chain 

Executed in 9ct gold and comprising 27 links, each pierced 

and decorated in blue enamel as a wheel within foliate 

borders alternating with a stud and double flower-head spaces 

is much admired. It was presented by Charles Dew Miller, 

Master 1881. 

 

There is also a chain worn outside Wheelwrights’ occasions worn only with the 

gown created in 1969 of silver gilt and enamel and comprising 21 circular links 

each with an enamel 8-spoke wheel at the centre. 

 

The Sermon Brooch  

The Master in 2001 Richard Sermon presented a brooch to the Company and in his words “to 

be worn by the Master’s wife on all appropriate occasions”. 

The presentation was “in recognition of the contribution made by my wife, 

Rosemary, in my year as Master and in memory of my late mother, Marjorie in 

her husband, Eric's year as Master in 1977". 

The Brooch is in 18ct yellow gold comprising a twelve spoked wheel with half 

pearl centre with tiny diamonds and rubies set on the rim 12.6gms. At the 

conclusion of the Installation Court Meeting the consort of the new Master 

joins the Court and is presented with the badge. 

The Wardens’ Badges 

A E Aldridge Master 1887-88 presented the two badges to the Company. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details of the badges are from a book titled Masters' Badges of the City of London 

Livery Companies by Richard Goddard Liveryman and former Court Assistant of the 

Wheelwrights and we thank him for allowing us to use some of his book content. 
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  MEMBERSHIP  

It was great to see one new Freeman and four new Liverymen clothed at the Michaelmas Court 

at Bakers' Hall on Wednesday, 15th October 2025 with the expectation of three more being 

clothed at Installation on Thursday, 4th December 2025.  

      

 

   

 

The Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights are always looking for new Liverymen and if you 

know someone who would be potentially interested in joining, please do consider inviting 

them to an event.  To help with this the Court recently approved a discount scheme of a £50 

reduction for a prospective member attending as a guest to a dinner or lunch to introduce 

them to the Company.  There will be no expectation of success, but the Membership 

Committee will follow up with the applicant to see if their guest is likely to apply to join the 

Livery. In addition, effective from 2026 to encourage engagement of new Liverymen in 

company events, the Court approved a £35 ticket discount to dinners and lunches (max 10 

ticket reductions) for new Liverymen for a period of one year from clothing.  

 

If you have potential candidates for the Livery there is information on the joining page of our 

website along with a Membership Prospectus. https://wheelwrights.org/joining/.  

 

Past Master James Tucker 

Chairman, Membership Committee 

  

Freeman Jensen Bourke Liveryman Farran Keenan Liveryman Charles Mantell 

Liveryman Philip King Liveryman James Arnold 

https://wheelwrights.org/joining/
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LIVERY COMMITTEE 

River Boat Cruise & Visit to the Fan Maker’s Museum  

On 4th September members of the Company enjoyed a guided trip down the Thames from 

Tower Bridge to Greenwich, lunch and then a private tour of the unique Fanmakers Museum. 

This houses a fascinating collection of historic fans from around the world with their origin, 

design and making described by our helpful guide. 

    

 

 Joint Event with Aldgate Ward Club 

On the evening of 24th October, members of the Company joined with the Aldgate Ward Club, 

whose President is Wheelwright’s Court Assistant Vanessa Dal Busco, at the Guildhall to listen 

to an excellent talk by talk by Liveryman Robert Hurford about his life as a wheelwright. It was 

a great opportunity for the two organisations to find out more about each other and our 

respective roles in the City over refreshments. 
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LIVERY COMMITTEE (CONT.) 

On Thursday 13th November a number of members of the Company visited the Charles 

Dickens museum at his former home in Doughty Street.  The museum was wonderful, and our 

guide gave a fascinating insight into Dickens life.  A superb evening! 

       

Looking forward to next year we have started planning our calendar of events. These will 

include a Candlelit tour of Charterhouse in the City, and a tour of the Old Bailey. Please look 

out for more information.  

Finally, suggestions of future possible events are always welcome. Please contact me at: 

james.peace@talk21.com.   

Assistant James Peace  

Chairman Livery Committee 

 

CRAFT COMMITTEE 

Livery Fair & Sheep Drive 

On September 28th the Company were honoured to host Lady Mary Peters 

at the Annual Livery Fair and Sheep Drive across Southwark Bridge. 

To enhance Lady Mary’s experience of the event, the Master was joined on a 

tour of the Livery Fair and the Sheep Drive by two Masters from the Liveries 

Wood Group, the Master Furniture Maker and the Master Upholder, along 

with the Master Woolman. Liverymen from the three Companies bolstered 

the group driving sheep across Southwark Bridge on what was a wet Sunday 

afternoon. The Lord Mayor in 2021/22, Alderman Vincent Keaveny had 

welcomed her to the event and joined Lady Mary and the three Masters for 

lunch. 

The Master was pleased to welcome The Lord Mayor, Alderman Alastair King 

when visiting our stall and Adam Henson from the BBC’s ‘Countryfile’, who 

had opened the event. 

Wheelwright’s Assistant Greg Rowland and Freeman Sam Rowland had very 

kindly travelled up from Devon that morning to help man the stall and had 

brought with them two sets of cadet gun carriages to be part of our display.  

 

 

The Master with Lady Mary Peters 

Adam Henson with Sam 

Rowland 

mailto:james.peace@talk21.com
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CRAFT COMMITTEE (CONT.) 

They and other Liverymen interacted with the public by getting them to reassemble the 

demonstration wheel correctly.  This was great fun and especially popular with children as well 

as their parents. 

Our attendance at the event was well organised by Liveryman Janine Wallace – Many thanks 

Janine for all your time and effort. 

       

 

       

 

Working Wheelwright’s Lunch 

On 17th September, the Company held a lunch for our working Wheelwrights. It was great to 

see so many there, with 10 of the 23 working wheelwrights in attendance. The occasion had 

provided an opportunity to promote the new Working Wheelwright’s WhatsApp group, which is 

now operating effectively. 

 

The Master with Lady 

Mary Peters 

The Upper Warden, The Lord 

Mayor and The Master 

Lady Mary Peters admiring a fine 

waistcoat of the shepherd David 

Seamark 
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CRAFT COMMITTEE (CONT.) 

At the lunch, Nick Gill from Crofords shared a photo of himself on an 8’ diameter wheel that he 

was involved with when making a replica of Richard Trevithick’s 1802 London Steam Carriage 

(see below). 

                 

The craft committee is actively updating its list of working wheelwrights to ensure that it truly 

reflects the trade in the UK and overseas, recently adding 2 new companies, James Rowland 

and Haslem’s (see below) and also reviewing who is on the current list and their level of 

practice. 

The annual Working Wheelwrights weekend is planned for next year, date to be confirmed. 

Assistant & Master Wheelwright Greg Rowland MBE 

Chairman, Craft Committee 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON A WORKING WHEELWRIGHT  

Haslem’s Wheelwrights 

This article was written by Alan Haslem about the history of their business.  

“We were established in 1947 by my father, who was apprenticed at the local 

joiners and wheelwrights in Catforth Preston Lancashire in the 1930s, leaving in 

1947 to work for himself.  

During the war years some employees were put in a reserved occupation and as 

my father was employed in the repair of agricultural vehicles and wooden wheels 

was excluded from conscription. He did however join the home guard.   

I joined him in 1965 on leaving school as his apprentice when our work was 

what you might expect of a joiner in a rural area. But his tales about making 

wheels and working with home grown English timber oak, ash and elm struck 

a note with me and soon the majority of our work became that of a 

wheelwright and carriage building shop.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON A WORKING WHEELWRIGHT (CONT.) 

The revival of private driving and the upcoming F.E.I. (Fédération Équestre Internationale) 

competitions was a new and exciting opportunity. One thing quickly led to another and we 

were soon building a couple of vehicles for a F.E.I. team driver (Albert Managed of  

Manchester and Macclesfield). He competed alongside the Duke of Edinburgh and 

George Bowman. My father and I attended competitions to support him and our vehicles 

throughout the length of the country.  

Quite an education for a young craftsman, sometimes staying in groom’s accommodation in 

at Windsor Castle and visiting the royal palaces of Hampton Court and Buckingham Palace, 

sometimes bedding down with the horses of the Blues and Royals in the straw of the 

Cumbermere Barracks and on occasion the Frogmore hotel.   

Matthew my son is now in charge and keeping up a traditional craft. We have a 

recently built workshop across the road from the old one. The work emphasis has 

now changed from private driving carriages to bow top wagons, drays and carts. 

In fact we will build or repair anything with wooden wheels.” 

          

 

WIZARDRY IN WOOD 

No, this is nothing to do with Hogwarts or Harry Potter - it’s the 

quadrennial celebration of woodturning and wood art that was 

hosted by the Worshipful Company of Turners at Plaisterers’ Hall 

between the 28th and 31st October. The Liveries Wood Group had 

a stand there, showcasing the skills of the Livery Companies that 

make up the Group, including the Wheelwright’s craft. Our display 

featured items and pictures that are shown below. 

                           

 

 

Past Master David Mortlock, Malcolm 

Hopkins, Past Master Upholder and Mark 

Cooper, Prime Warden of the Basket Makers 

 

Sam Rowland working on a Royal 

Navy Gun Run Wheel 

Ted Shepherd and Nick Gill 

fitting a wheel to the Lord 

Mayor’s Coach 

A presentation wheel made by 

Journeyman Tom Carroll 
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WIZARDRY IN WOOD (CONT.) 

                          

 

 

LIVERIES WOOD GROUP VISIT TO SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND ‘JAMES WOOD’  

The Wheelwrights are a member of the Liveries Wood Group (LWG) along with the Coopers,  

Furniture Makers, Joiners & Ceilers, Turners, and Upholders. 

The LWG is supporting the ‘Woodland Heritage’ Charity in its efforts to provide sustainable 

woodland.  Their aims are: 

• A perpetually productive woodland 

• A staggered harvest of fine timber for our future 

• Diversity to reduce susceptibility to disease and climate change 

• A demonstration site for wood culture 

James Wood, near Willett in Somerset, is being created from a generous bequest from James 

Stratton.  The woodland will provide fine timber as a primary crop.  It will also provide education, 

carbon capture, food resilience and an increase in biodiversity. 

Members of the LWG are pictured below on their visit to James Wood on Friday 18th July and 

were delighted to be joined by Alderman Alison Gowman, who is the Corporation of London’s 

Lead Member for the City's Climate Action Strategy, Biodiversity and Urban Greening. 

For further information please contact Past Master David Mortlock’s email 

davidmortlock76@gmail.com or mobile 07730 686863. 

 

 

  

Reconstructed Chinese 

chariot wheel made by 

Robert Hurford 

A metal traveller made by 

Ken Schwarz in Colonial 

Williamsburg 

Irish jaunting cart restored 

by Ted Shepherd 

 

JAMES WOOD - WOODLAND TYPES AND AGES 

The site is 86 acres and has a mix of 3 woodland types.  

Mature Woodland - 8.2 acres, 9% of land: 

Young plantations (2010) - 19 acres, 22% of land 

New Plantations (2025) - 58 acres - 68% of land 

  

mailto:davidmortlock76@gmail.com


11 | P a g e  
 
 

 

MILITARY AFFILIATES 

South East London Sector Army Cadets Force – Annual Camp 

On 29th July members of the Company visited our affiliated cadet unit on their annual camp at 

Longmoor Training Camp in Hampshire. It was great to see the cadets learning different 

aspects of fieldcraft. For the most part, they all seemed to thoroughly enjoy the experience. 

      

This was also the last event for their Commandant Col. Simon Johnson, after 

25 years association with the cadet force. In recognition of his support for the 

group and its relationship with the Company, Renter Warden Nick Dutt had 

great pleasure in presenting him with a tankard, on behalf of the Company 

(pictured). 

 

Royal Navy Trophy Fund Visit 

Members of the Company visited Royal Navy Trophy Fund centre in 

Portsmouth on 2nd October, which included a view of the State Gun 

Carriage. The Trophy Fund manages an extensive range to historical 

naval memorabilia, both in the centre in Portsmouth and in units and 

facilitates around the world. 

 

King’s Birthday Salute 

The Master was privileged to be a guest of the Kings Troop Royal Horse Artillery on 14th 

November to watch the Kings Birthday Gun Salute in Green Park. 

     

The Master with the State Gun 

Carriage 

 

 



12 | P a g e  
 
 

 

CHARITY UPDATE 

Go Kids Go Impact Report 

Back in 2024, the Wheelwright’s Charity donated £2,300 to the Go Kids Go Charity, once again 

supporting wheelchair skills workshops, teaching children how to use their wheelchairs 

independently and not be reliant on parents/carers to push them around. 

They held a workshop in Tower Hamlets in March 2025. In total they 

had 45 beneficiaries in total attending the workshop with the children 

presenting a range of disabilities. Of the 9 families in attendance, 5 

families were new to the charity and 4 had been before. All children 

made great progress on the day and feedback was really positive with 

100% of respondents reporting that they enjoyed the workshop, that it 

helped increase their child's confidence and that they would 

recommend the training to other families and young wheelchair users.  

Pupdate: 

Back in 2021 the Wheelwrights held a 550-mile cycle ride for ‘Dogs for 

Good’ in 2021, the ‘Tour de Wheelwrights’ from Northumberland to 

Sussex raised around £15,000. The remaining balance from the 

Wheelwright’s Charity was put towards part funding the 12 month 

socialisation training of one of their lovely pups, Queta, which she 

completed with flying colours. 

Queta is now back with Dogs for Good training centre in Banbury to start her final 4 months 

training. 

Riding for the disabled (RDA), Carriage Driving for the disabled 

The Wheelwrights’ Charity supports RDA carriage driving throughout the South and East of 

England.  The pleasure it gives to all the disabled drivers is very evident to see when attending 

the competitions that the Charity supports.  Not only do the drivers learn the handling skills 

required for carriage driving but they also learn how to care for the horses and have the 

opportunity to groom and feed them under supervision of their many helpers.  

It is a very humbling experience to attend such events and it is hoped that more Liverymen will 

come to support the RDA and those competing. 
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CHARITY UPDATE (CONT.) 

RDA Southeast Region, Carriage Driving Event held on 22nd July 

at Kent County Showground 

This event was held for the second year running at the Kent County 

Showground, Detling.  There were more competitors this year, which was 

good to see, but still some clubs were unable to attend due to a broken-down 

horsebox and lack of suitable horses on the day. 

The Master along with Past Masters David Mortlock and Elliott Porte, as well 

as MLO Phil Clark attended and presented the rosettes/trophies for all the 

various classes. Every competitor received a rosette.  Refreshments were 

provided by the organisers Pauline Roestenburg (Chair RDA SE Region), 

Debbie Tatton (RDA SE Region Carriage Driving Rep) and their team. There 

was the opportunity to talk to some of the competitors to hear about the 

impact that taking part in carriage driving and meeting up with other driving 

groups had on their lives.  For some it was the joy of receiving a rosette, for 

many it was a confidence building experience, and for some this had led to 

new job opportunities.  

RDA Supra Regional Carriage Driving Event held on Saturday 

16th August at Windsor Great Park Equestrian Centre 

This Supra Regional event was for RDA carriage driving groups in the South, 

Southeast and Greater London regions. This was the first time that the 

Charity has supported this event, which was well attended, as the picture of 

the competitors and driving group volunteers shows. It was organised by 

Anne Coney, who has chaired the RDA National Championships supported 

by the Windsor Park Equestrian Centre team along with their judges, timers 

and the team’s extensive knowledge. 

The Chief Executive of the RDA Michael Bishop attended this key event, giving up his time on 

his day off and it was also supported by RDA Trustee Lindsay Correa.  Past Master David 

Mortlock attended on behalf of the Company and presented the rosettes. 

Competitors first took part in a ‘dressage test’, where they must demonstrate 

their control of the horse by driving a prescribed set of moves at different 

paces within an arena. Then came the fun part of careful but faster driving 

through an obstacle course, marked by cones with balls balanced on top, so 

that if the carriage catches the cone the ball drops off and reduces the 

competitor’s score.  

 

 

 

 
Overall winner with 

PM David Mortlock 
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CHARITY UPDATE (CONT.) 

Every driver has an experienced handler alongside (the whip) who has dual reins to intervene if 

necessary and ensure that horse and driver remain safe.   

An excellent day was had by all, so much so that they would hope to repeat the event in 2026. 

Wheelwrights Charity - Grants Agreed at November Meeting 

The Trustees approved Grants Totalling £20,486 at its November meeting. Many related to 

improving the lives of those with a disability as outlined below. 

LimbPower - A grant of £2,600 to provide comfortable, easy-to-fit, user-friendly prosthetic limbs 

at affordable prices (‘Mitt packages’) for two people.  

Aspire - (Association for Spinal Injury Research, Rehabilitation and Reintegration) – A 

grant of £2,800 to provide 2 self-propelled wheelchairs that will allow ease of access to their 

swimming pool for those with a spinal cord injury.   

The Disabled Sailors Association – To provide a grant of £2,200 to meet the costs of 3 sails, 

with the Wheelwrights’ logo, for a dingy that will be loaned to a family that have a disabled 

family member and will be available for up to 50 other disabled Kent residents to use.  

Medical Engineering Resource Unit (MERU) – A grant of £1,500 to provide a BUGZI which is 

a small, indoor powered wheelchair designed for children under 6 with complex disabilities.  

React – Providing £1,886 of funding to cover the cost of mobility equipment to support a 

severely disabled child from a financially disadvantage family in London.   

Ospreys Wheelchair Rugby – A grant of £2,500 towards equipment covering items such as 

replacement parts for wheelchairs and other training accessories. 

WheelPower – Grants of almost £5,000 to 6 people with spinal injuries to help improve their 

lives by providing various individual grants. 

Burnt Mill Academy, Harlow - A grant of £2,000 in support for their Library and to enhance 

reading skills. 
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TYRE TRADE UPDATE 

96th NTDA Annual Dinner 

The Master attended the 96th NTDA Annual Dinner on Thursday October 9th in Milton Keynes 

and presented the Environmental and Sustainability Solution of the Year Award, which was won 

by tyre manufacturer Hankook Tyre UK Ltd. 

The dinner, sponsored by Maritime Cargo Services, attracted 570 guests from tyre 

manufacturing, import and wholesale, retail and distribution, retreading, collection and 

reprocessing and the associated aftermarket supply chain. 

 

 

100+ CLUB 

For those who are not familiar with the 100+ Club, for the low cost of £10 per month per entry 

(paid by standing order either monthly or annually) you can enter our quarterly draw. You can, of 

course, have more than one entry into each draw. 50% of all revenue gets paid into the 

Company’s Charity Craft Fund and the remainder is paid out in prizes.  

 

Michaelmas Court Draw Winners  

1st Prize - Emma Kane - £360 

2nd Prize - Stephen Callow - £230 

3rd Prize - Chris Ball - £120 

     

The Craft Fund was created in 2018, and it is through this fund that the Charity channels its 

support for the Wheelwrights’ craft including helping with Apprenticeship training costs, travel 

costs to college and tools. Without this support there is a danger that the Craft will not survive in 

the UK.  Since the fund was set up, three apprentices have been supported through the 3-year 

Wheelwrights’ Apprenticeship programme.   

 

The 100+ Club is a great opportunity for our members to not only support our charity 

efforts, but also to win great cash prizes. If you are interested and would like to take part, 

check out the web site (https://wheelwrights.org/100-club/) for more details or contact the 

Clerk.  

 

Photo from L-R: The Master, Chang Yool Han - Managing Director for Hankook Tyre UK, Zoë Baldwin - Marketing Manager for 

Hankook Tyre UK and Martin O'Brien - NTDA National Chairman. 

 

https://wheelwrights.org/100-club/
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MEMBER COMMUNICATION – SOCIAL MEDIA  

WhatsApp Communities 

 The Company’s WhatsApp Community is going well with 63 people already 

signed up and using the various groups. Within the Community there are 15 

groups that you can opt-into joining. 

For those who haven’t yet signed up, from your mobile just click on this link to get 

access https://chat.whatsapp.com/CVHI4ji938NI0r2VXHgmYQ?mode=ac_t.    

 Rules of use 

Just a reminder of the WhatsApp Community Rules: 

- Posts to the Community should be relevant to the Company and/or the group within which 

they are posted. 

- All posts are to be respectful to other members of the group, community and wider Company. 

- No derogatory statements should be made in this platform. 

- All posts should avoid party political statements and other controversial subjects. 

- Posts should not contain misleading or harmful information. 

- This is not to be used to promote members personal business or financial interests. 

All posts will be monitored and deleted if deemed to be contrary to our rules. Persistent misuse 

will result in permanent baring from the Community. 

It should be noted that this tool should not be seen as a replacement to our current 

communication channels, i.e. emails, newsletters, etc. Important information will still be sent out 

using the existing channels. 

Instagram 

With the help of Liveryman Jake Hougham, the Company has a shiny new 

Instagram account.  

This is seen as a great way of connecting and sharing the Company’s activities, 

particularly with a younger audience. The group already has over 120 people 

following our posts. 

If you are interested please click on this link: 

https://www.instagram.com/wheelwrights_company?igsh=aTZydG9lNXFidXUy&utm

_source=qr 

 

 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/CVHI4ji938NI0r2VXHgmYQ?mode=ac_t
https://www.instagram.com/wheelwrights_company?igsh=aTZydG9lNXFidXUy&utm_source=qr
https://www.instagram.com/wheelwrights_company?igsh=aTZydG9lNXFidXUy&utm_source=qr
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SPOKE CLUB 

Joshua Frost reports that the ‘Spoke Club’ recently had their first meetup which was at the F1 

simulator near St Paul’s Cathedral. It was great fun, and they were also able to discuss what 

they would like to do next.  

The club, aimed at the younger members of the Company (under 40), are planning to hold 

events each quarter next year. Their initial ideas for 2026 are: 

Q1: Wine Tasting + Pub Quiz 

Q2: Tube Cocktail Club + Games 

Q3: London Pedal Bus 

Q4: Speaker at RAC (or equivalent) 

For more information, please contact Josh directly on joshua.frost@frostgroup.co.uk.  

EDUCATION GROUP 

At our recent Michaelmas dinner, we were very pleased to host Larua McGlashan, the 

Head Teacher at Burnt Mill Academy, along with Emmett Gallagher, Deputy Head, 

Andrew Overton Head Governor of the Trust and Helena Mills, the Trust’s CEO. 

 

Laura gave an excellent speech highlighting the benefits that the affiliation with the Company 

had brought the Academy, including: 

- The sponsoring of the termly celebration assemblies by donating 

prizes for those students in years 7-11 who have excelled in the field 

of STEM subjects. 

- Support with Governance of the school, with initially Liveryman 

Michael Guile and more recently Past Master Neil Sampson being 

part of their Governing body.  

- Assisted with mock interviews for our year 11 students and provided a 

real and authentic experience of communicating with employers.  

- They have recently moved into a new school building, and the 

Company’s support has helped with the purchase of new books with 

which to stock the library.  

- Support of the newly formed Burnt Mill Academy Army Cadet Force 

by inviting them to participate in the Lord Mayor’s Show in 2024 and 

providing the carpet guard for the Michaelmas Dinner. 

 

She quite rightly pointed out that education is the key to unlocking potential, shaping futures and 

transforming children’s lives. This is particularly important in somewhere like Harlow where 

there are poor literacy levels, poverty and mental health issues. The CEO of the Trust, Helena 

Mills, firmly believes that no child should be limited by where they have come from and that 

every child deserves the chance to move on from where they are now to somewhere better, 

which Laura has certain adopted in her drive to make the great success of the Academy that 

she has. 

 

 

The Master, Laura 

McGlashan & The Upper 

Warden 

 

mailto:joshua.frost@frostgroup.co.uk
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EDUCATION GROUP (CONT.) 

As mentioned, the Academy’s Cadet’s provided an excellent carpet guard for the Michaelmas 

Dinner. 

 

       
 

 

PLEASE DONATE your unwanted laptops and mobile 

phones 

As a reminder, too many of our Burnt Mill Academy students are 

experiencing digital poverty often beyond the resources of the school to 

alleviate – which is where we Wheelwrights can help by donating our own 

surplus kit. 

 

Any items you give are independently wiped, checked over and sanitised 

before being passed to the school leadership for use by the school 

leadership for use by needy students. Even older items are potentially re-

useable so please do not think we are asking for the very latest tech. Note 

that while all donations are most welcome, Apple products can be more 

challenging to access so other manufacturers products are preferred. 

 

If you do have items you no longer need, please contact the Education Group via 

our Clerk Susie Morris without delay. The need is NOW. 

 

 

Assistant Peter Taylor 

Chair, Education Group 
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SILENT CEREMONY FOR THE FIRST LADY MAYOR 

The Master, Wardens and Learned Clerk attended the Silent Ceremony, the ancient ceremony 

at which the Lord Mayor for the previous year passes over the mantel to the New Lord Mayor, 

or in this case to the Lady Mayor. A very special and historic event. 

       

Following this, the Master, Wardens, Learned Clerk together with Past Master’s David Mortlock 

and Graham Westwell had great pleasure in presenting a miniature wooden wheel, made by 

Master Wheelwright Greg Rowland, to Wheelwright’s Liveryman Sheriff Deputy Keith Bottomley 

as a gift to mark his appointment as a Sheriff for the forthcoming year. 

The Company wishes our new Lady Mayor Dame Susan Langley and her Sheriff’s all the very 

best for a successful year ahead! 

WHEELWRIGHTS VISIT TO COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG FOUNDATION  

(4TH – 8TH OCTOBER 2026) 

Arrangements for our visit to Colonial Williamsburg Foundation (CEF) in Virginia are in place 

and the finer details are being worked on.  The visit is in recognition of the 250th anniversary of 

American Independence and the 100th anniversary of the CWF. The concessionary room rates 

negotiated for the hotels on our visit are as shown below.  

The Woodlands 
$129 + tax and resort fee/per night 
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/stay-play/accommodations/williamsburg-woodlands/  
 
The Williamsburg Lodge 
$219+tax and parking/per night 
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/stay-play/accommodations/williamsburg-lodge/ 

We are expecting our party to be 25-30 people and members of the Tin-plate Workers (alias 

wireworkers) and Furniture Makers are joining us. While several of our members have 

confirmed their booking, I would urge those that have not, to do so very soon.  There are some 

spaces left, so if you are interested please contact Past Master David Mortlock email 

davidmortlock76@gmail.com or mobile 07730 686863. 

 

https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/stay-play/accommodations/williamsburg-woodlands/
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/stay-play/accommodations/williamsburg-lodge/
mailto:davidmortlock76@gmail.com
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OBITUARY – JEFFERY MAMORSKY (1946-2025) 

Jeff Mamorsky who was granted the Freedom and Clothed in 2008 and joined 

the Court in 2011 has died, aged 79. He was a valued member of the 

Wheelwrights and will be sadly missed. 

Most of us knew him for his entertaining stories of attending car rallies, (he loved 

classic and vintage sports cars) and his close friendship with Sir Stirling and Lady 

Susie Moss. It was a memorable evening when Stirling was granted the Freedom 

in 2011. In the early years Jeff was a regular attender and worked with the late 

Past Master Richard Sermon on governance and business ethics in the City. 

Professionally Jeff was a prominent and internationally respected lawyer having 

advised President Ford on the establishment, of which he was a key architect, of 

the US Employment Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA). Jeff was 

the recognised expert on this groundbreaking legislation which protected 

employees’ pensions. He remained much in demand as the leading authority. 

In later years Jeff’s availability to travel to the UK was not a frequent as he would have wished 

but he did attend the 350th celebrations in St Paul’s Cathedral and always kept in touch. Last 

year he could not attend the Westminster Abbey memorial service for Stirling Moss but was 

pleased with a detailed debrief by those who did attend. 

Jeff was a devoted husband, father and grandfather. Jeff is survived by his wife of 43 years, 

Debra and his children Jordan and Jenna and 3 grandchildren. 

Jeff legacy will live on through the generations of professionals he mentored, the clients he 

advised and his family he cherished. For those of us who knew him well he was a loyal friend, 

and it is a privilege to have known him. 

 

 

 

          

Follow us on wheelwrights.org 
 

       
 

 

Contact Us 

The Clerk 

1a, 1-3 Oldridge Road 

London SW12 8PQ 

Email: clerk@wheelwrights.org 

Telephone: 020 8673 4820 

2025/26 CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

o 4th Dec 25  Installation Livery Dinner, Drapers Hall 

o 4th Feb 26  Benefactors Court & Court Lunch, Innholders 

o 24th Mar 26 Easter Court & Common Hall, Cutlers’ Hall 

o 21st May 26 Civic Dinner, Mansion House 

o 9th Jul 26  Summer Court & Lunch, Saddlers’ Hall   

 

https://www.facebook.com/WORSHIPFULCOMPANYOFWHEELWRIGHTS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/64886629/
https://www.instagram.com/wheelwrights_company?igsh=aTZydG9lNXFidXUy&utm_source=qr
https://wheelwrights.org/
mailto:clerk@wheelwrights.org?

