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UPDATE FROM THE MASTER 

Reflections from the Master 

Wheelwright: My second quarter in 

office 

As I reach the halfway point of my year 

as Master, I find myself reflecting on what 

an extraordinary privilege it is to 

represent our Company, both within the 

City of London and beyond. Each 

engagement serves to reinforce the 

enduring significance of the Livery 

movement and the important contribution 

that the Worshipful Company of 

Wheelwrights continues to make within 

that distinguished tradition. 

Over the last 3 months, both Nancy and 

I have enjoyed a particularly varied and 

rewarding programme of engagements. 

Among the highlights was attendance at 

the Royal Garden Party, where we had 

the honour of joining Their Royal 

Highnesses The Prince and Princess of 

Wales, The Duke and Duchess of 

Edinburgh, and Zara Tindall MBE.  

One of the further defining moments of 

the quarter was undoubtedly our Civic 

Banquet on 5th May, which proved to be 

a truly memorable evening. It was a 

pleasure to welcome such a 

distinguished gathering of guests and 

friends of the Company.  Jane Sowerby, 

Chief Executive of Access Adventures, 

delivered a moving and inspirational 

address on the transformative impact of 

 

WELCOME 

 
Welcome to this Summer 2026 
edition of the Hub & Spoke 
Newsletter.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading what 
the members of the Company 
have been up to over the last few 
months.  
 
As usual we are very grateful to 
all those who provided 
information, articles and photos to 
the editor for use in this 
newsletter. 
 
Looking ahead we are aiming to 
move this publication to a shorter, 
more regular newsletter, with 
more focus on recent and 
upcoming events. 
 
Whilst this is aimed at updating 
all the members of the Company 
on its many and varied activities, 
it would also be good to include 
other news and updates from 
you, our members. So, if you 
have anything you’d like to share, 
please let the Learned Clerk 
know. 
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the charity’s work, while Professor Michael Mainelli, Past Lord Mayor of London, had the entire 

hall in stitches with a masterful speech that somehow incorporated an astonishing number of 

wheel-related puns. The evening perfectly embodied the fellowship, generosity and good humour 

that lie at the heart of our Company. 

The last quarter also provided opportunities to participate in a number of notable Livery events. I 

attended the Tin Plate Workers’ Court Dinner at Gray’s Inn, the launch of the Weavers’ Trade 

Book at Christ Church, Spitalfields, celebrating nine centuries of the weaving trade, and the joint 

celebration hosted by the Tin Plate Workers and the Engineers at Mansion House to mark the 

125th anniversary of the Royal Navy’s Submarine Service. Nancy accompanied me to the 

Mercers’ Livery Concert and Dinner, which, as always, offered an excellent opportunity to 

strengthen the friendships and connections that exist across the Livery community. 

 

 

Together with our Clerk, I attended the Joiners and Ceilers’ Dinner at Skinners’ Hall where we 

were entertained by Basil Brush (!) and, at the invitation of the Master Mariner, His Royal 

Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, the Company’s Centenary Dinner at Guildhall. The occasion 

was made all the more special by the presence of both His Royal Highness and the Company’s 

Past Master, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal. Their good-humoured banter and evident 

sibling affection provided delightful entertainment and ensured that the evening will remain one 

of the most memorable of the year. 

 Among the greatest privileges was the admission of Lady 

Mary Peters and Master Wheelwright Paul Zelesnikar of 

Colonial Williamsburg to the Honorary Freedom of the 

Company during our Summer Lunch at Saddlers’ Hall. It 

was a fitting recognition of two individuals whose 

exceptional service, dedication and friendship have 

enriched both our Company and the wider community. 

Their admission was a proud moment for us all and will 

undoubtedly remain one of the enduring highlights of my 

Mastership. 

 

 
Lady Mary Peters 

Paul Zelesnikar 

The Master being greeted by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh  
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It was also a pleasure to welcome a group of sixteen members and guests on 22nd July for our 

Secrets and Symbols walking tour of the City of London, expertly led by Jack Chesher, who had 

also provided an excellent presentation at the Summer Lunch. It was especially encouraging to 

see such strong support for an event that successfully combined fellowship with an opportunity 

to deepen our understanding of the Square Mile that has long been central to our Livery heritage.  

These occasions, whether ceremonial or social, are far more than entries in a diary. They provide 

invaluable opportunities to strengthen relationships across the City, to celebrate our shared 

traditions and charitable purpose, and to ensure that the Wheelwrights continue to play a vibrant 

and respected role within the modern Livery movement. 

Looking ahead, I am excited by the many events and opportunities that lie before us in the second 

half of my year as Master. I very much hope that even more members, partners and guests will 

join us at forthcoming Company functions, helping to showcase the warmth, fellowship and 

enduring relevance of our Company that is attracting so many new members to the Company this 

year. Together, we continue to honour a proud heritage while ensuring that the Worshipful 

Company of Wheelwrights remains vibrant, welcoming and forward-looking for generations to 

come. 

Stefan Hay 
Master Wheelwright 2026 

 

CIVIC DINNER - MANSION HOUSE 

On 21st May, the Company held its annual Civic Dinner at Mansion House. 

As usual, it was a marvellous occasion with much ceremony and lots of fun. 

Whilst we had fewer attendees this year, there was a great atmosphere. 

 

  

At the earlier Court Meeting, the Master was pleased to bestow Freedom of the Company to Lt 

Gen Mike Elviss CB MBE. In addition, Mr David Cumberland was sworn in as a Freeman of the 

Company. The Master then had the pleasure of appointing Mr Samuel Paul Phillips and Mr 

Edmund Eric Shepherd as Journeymen, both having proved themselves as true craftsmen in 

the trade of wheelwrighting.  

         
Journeyman Ted Shepherd  Journeyman Sam Phillips  Lt Gen Mike Elviss CB MBE 
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At the dinner our principal guest and representative of the Lady Mayor was 

Professor Michael Mainelli, the 695th Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

 

The guest speaker for this event was Jane Sowerby, CEO and Co-

Founder of Access Adventures, a charity providing and delivering 

residential camps for people with physical disabilities offering access 

to challenging outdoor activities. Following her speech the Master 

presented her with the Master Wheelwrights Award for 2026 in 

recognition of her charity work. 
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SUMMER LUNCH – SADDLERS’ HALL 

On Thursday 9th July, the Company held its Summer Court Meeting and Lunch at Saddlers’ Hall. 

At the Court Meeting the Master was pleased to conduct the Honorary Freedom 

ceremonies of Mr Paul Zelesnikar, Master Wheelwright from Colonial 

Williamsburg and Lady Mary Elizabeth Peters LG CH DBE DL DStJ OLY. 

Following this he welcomed, Mr Thomas Keenan, Mr Barry Russell and Mr 

Toby Buxton as Freemen of the Company (see New Members section). 

At the lunch we enjoyed a talk from Mr James Chesher about his passion for the 

history of the City of London which has led him to organise numerous City Walks 

one of which the Company took part in later in the month. Paul Zelesnikar then 

presented the Company with a miniature wheel he had made himself for the 

Company. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The year continues well with one new Freeman and one Honorary Freeman being admitted at 

the Mansion House Banquet on 21st May and three new Freemen and two Honorary Freemen 

being admitted at the Summer Lunch at Saddlers’ Hall on 9th July. In addition, we have 

interviewed and accepted two more excellent candidates at the third Membership Committee 

meeting this year. 

The Worshipful Company of Wheelwrights are always looking for new Liverymen and if you 

know someone who would be potentially interested in joining, please do consider inviting them 

to an event. 

Membership Discount Schemes 

There was an excellent response to the £50 discount on potential new member tickets at the 

Mansion House Dinner with a good proportion of those attending applying to join the Livery. As 

a result of this, we will continue with this initiative at the Michaelmas dinner on Tuesday, 13th 

October at Bakers’ Hall. If you feel that a guest is a potential new member of the Wheelwrights, 

on their first attendance at a formal dinner, a discount to ticket price will be available. We would 

usually only allow one discounted ticket per Liveryman but if they are genuine prospects we 

would consider issuing more. There is no expectation of success, but the Membership 

Committee will follow up with the applicant to see if their guest is likely to apply to join the 

Livery. 

If you have potential candidates for the Livery there is information on the joining page of our 

website (https://wheelwrights.org/joining/)  along with a Membership Prospectus, and we have 

recently produced a leaflet that will be available at Wheelwright events.   

Past Master James Tucker, Chairman, Membership Committee  

 
Past Master Chris Ball with 

Lady Peters 

 

https://wheelwrights.org/joining/
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New Members 

Freeman Wayne Sleep recently attended his Freedom of the City Of London ceremony at the 

Guildhall. Wayne was formally a famous British dancer, director, choreographer, and actor. He 

was joined by a number of his friends including two young ballet dancers who dressed up as 

sheep for the occasion. The Upper Warden Nick Dutt and Renter Warden Sally Bridgeland 

represented the Company. 

                 

 

As noted elsewhere in this publication, we recently held four Company Freedom ceremonies: 

           

LIVERY COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Visit to the Postal Museum and Mail Rail 29th April 

Liverymen, partners and friends enjoyed a fascinating afternoon at the Postal Museum. The 

event consisted of a private viewing of some of the unique historical records held by the 

museum, a chance to look round the public galleries of the museum, and finally a ride on “Mail 

Rail” which runs on a section of the former Post Office underground railway. Formally, the line 

ran from Paddington Head District Sorting Office in the west to the Eastern Head District Sorting 

Office at Whitechapel in the east, a distance of 61⁄2 miles. 

 

          

David Cumberland Barry Russell Peter Keenan Toby Buxton 

Wayne Sleep with the 

Chamberlain’s Office Sheep 
Wayne Sleep with more 

sheep! 

Past Master James and 

Janice Tucker in the train 
The Master Studying the archives A Mail Coach 
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Secrets and Symbols – A walking tour of the City Wednesday 22nd 

July 

In the company of our guide Jack Chesher, we had a very interesting tour of the 

City focusing on some well-known and other less well-known sites. Jack’s 

enthusiasm for the City, so clearly displayed in his talk at the Summer Lunch, 

resulted in a most enjoyable evening completed by well-earned refreshment. 

 

Upcoming Events for 2026 

• Thursday 10th September at 5.30pm: Drinks Reception and Tour of the Old Bailey hosted 

by Sherriff and Deputy Keith Bottomley, a member of the Company. 

• Tuesday 20th October at 12.15pm: Private tour of the new site of the London Museum, 

Smithfield. A unique opportunity to tour the new museum buildings prior to their formal 

opening in November 

• Thursday 12th November at 6.00pm: Drinks reception and private candlelit tour of the 

Charterhouse. A chance to visit and enjoy this historic site in the City. 

Please note your diaries. Flyers with more information will be coming out shortly. 

Plans for 2027 

Plans are well advanced for a number of events in 2027. The comment is often made that dates 

for these events are not publicised early enough. Whilst easier said than done, we are making 

every effort to confirm dates as early as possible and a full schedule will be published at the 

beginning of 2027. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Members of the Education Committee attended the Burnt Mill Academy Summer 

Awards ceremony. This was another great opportunity to celebrate and reward the 

success of students who had excelled in various fields through the generosity of the 

Company’s Charity.  

A highlight of this summer’s Burnt Mill Awards Day was the hugely generous gift of some 70 

laptops by international Corporate Affairs advisors SECNewgate Ltd. These costly but essential 

items will be loaned to those students whose families often struggle to provide them. The 

presentation was made by Senior Court Assistant, UK Chief Executive and Global Deputy CEO  

of SECNewgate Ltd., Emma 

Kane JP OBE. The Academy 

generously prepared a thank 

you cake for the occasion. 
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CRAFT COMMITTEE UPDATE 

British Driving Society Show 

On Sunday 21st June, 10 members of the Company attended the annual BDS Show at Windsor 

Great Park. Once again, the Wheelwrights sponsored the vintage vehicle category. This year 

there were four entries in this class which gave a wonderful demonstration of these types of 

vehicles. The winner was presented with their prize by Past Master David Mortlock. 

           

 

 

WHEELWRIGHTS’ CHARITY UPDATE 

At its meeting in May the Trustees considered and agreed 5 grant requests, totalling £13,400. 

These grants all make a huge difference to the recipients, whether large or small. 

• Happy Days Children’s Charity, £4,183 to provide two theatre trips and two performing 

arts experiences for children aged 3-17 with special needs, most in wheelchairs, who 

live in poor socio-economic conditions and who have little opportunity for life and leisure 

experiences.  

• Treloar Trust - Well-known to the Wheelwrights and the wider Livery.  A grant of £888 to 

purchase rolls of reflective floor tape for use with the wheelchair driving platform and to 

provide repairs to the winch to load the wheelchair onto the platform.   

• Aspire Powerchair Sports Club - £3,600 was awarded to enable young people the 

opportunity to play football in powered wheelchairs by the purchase of playing kit and 

other equipment, including specialist handles, foot plates and shoes for three teams at 

different levels.  



9 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

• Make Them Smile – a small UK charity supporting children and young people across 

the UK, up to the ages of 18 who are living with a wide range of complex and life-limiting 

medical conditions. A grant of £2,500 was given to fund two specialist Nova Chat 8 AAC 

(Augmentative and Alternative Communication) devices for two children with complex 

communication needs.   

• Wetwheels Solent Community Interest Company (affiliated to the Wetwheels 

Foundation). A grant of £2,232 was made to provide two fully accessible powerboat 

trips from Portsmouth, on each of 3 days, aboard their ‘flagship’ vessel.  

 

CHARITY VISITS TO RECIPIENTS OF YOUR DONATIONS 

Go Kids Go - At the end of April, PM David Mortlock attended a Wheelchair skills training 

session for children, organised in Southfields by ‘Go Kids Go’ funded by the Charity. This grant 

enables children to receive training in essential wheelchair skills, free of charge. 

       

 

Rye Harbour Sailability – On 16th May Liveryman Emir Feisal, Past Master David Mortlock and 

his wife Marianne visited Rye Harbour Sailability for the naming of their new Wheelyboat 

‘Rosalind’.  They are pictured below with the Mayor of Rye, Chris Hoggart, who formally named 

the boat. 

We should all feel very proud to have helped fund the Wheelyboat 

‘Rosalind’ that will enable wheelchair users to easily and safely enjoy the 

thrill of being on the water. It was a real privilege, on its naming and 

blessing day, to meet members of Rye Harbour Sailability who were 

behind this great initiative and to talk with some of its potential wheelchair 

users. 

This was featured in the local Rye News article: https://www.ryenews.org.uk/news/sailabilty-

pride-at-new-wheelyboat-launch. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ryenews.org.uk/news/sailabilty-pride-at-new-wheelyboat-launch
https://www.ryenews.org.uk/news/sailabilty-pride-at-new-wheelyboat-launch
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Tour de Vale Cycle Ride.  Renter Warden Sally Bridgeland along with husband Michael, Past 

Masters Chris Ball and David Mortlock took part in this event (possibly the last year that the 

Tour de Vale cycle ride is likely to take place) raising funds through the Wheelwrights’ Charity in 

support of WheelPower, a national charity for wheelchair sport, based at the Stoke Mandeville 

Stadium, birthplace of the paralympic movement.  They all completed their chosen distances of 

75, 110 and 25 kilometres respectively.  The funds raised to date are in excess of £3,000. They 

are pictured below with WheelPower’s CEO, Martin McElhatton. 

    

    

 

Barrow Farm RDA Visit 

Past Masters James Tucker, David Mortlock, Elliott Porte and their wives 

enjoyed a visit to Barrow Farm RDA near Blackmore, Essex in June.  Last 

year, Barrow Farm RDA received a grant from the Wheelwrights charity 

towards providing carriage driving lessons. As they are celebrating 50 years, 

they were holding a week of events and invited the Wheelwrights along to see 

their facilities in action. We enjoyed watching a carriage driving demonstration 

with 

 

Anne Mitchell (Trustee) whose family started Barrow Farm RDA.  Anne was assisted by Livvy 

Nixon who is the Assistant Equestrian Manager and Coach. This was followed by a double 

riding lesson also in the indoor ring with Sally Waumsley, Equestrian Manager and Coach 

putting two riders and their horses through a routine. At the end we were asked to present 

special 50th anniversary rosettes to the riders and volunteers. 

 

Barrow Farm is fortunate to have a large indoor ring with viewing/audience area and a hoist to 

assist those riders who have difficulty getting on to a horse from the raised standing platform. 

 

Past Master Chris Ball The Team: Michael Bridgland, PM David Mortlock, Martin McElhatton, PM Chris Ball and 

Renter Warden Sally Bridgeland. 
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Janet Doghan, Trustee then gave us a tour of their extensive facilities 

including outdoor ring and stables.  We then returned to the main building 

for lunch and finished in the gardens with a cup of tea chatting with Janet 

and Anne learning more about Barrow Farm.  While giving disabled 

people the opportunity to ride and try carriage driving, Barrow Farm also 

offers young people a wider education in the care of horses such as their Pony Care 

courses.  The farm is next door to woodland and with the permission of the landowner they have 

been able to create tracks through the woods for riding, carriage driving and just taking  

children out for walks in nature.  They also offer afternoon tea with the 

horses for residents of nearby nursing homes.  

 

It is definitely a very special place with over 120 volunteers helping out 

throughout the week with Saturdays being very busy.  The participants 

compete at regional and national championships and also hold virtual 

competitions which are RDA judged.  

Janice Tucker 

 

Burnt Mill Academy 

The Wheelwrights’ Charity was able to continue the funding of the Burnt Mill Academy Library 

this year. In her letter of thanks to the Charity, Mrs A Collins, Assistant Headteacher for 

Teaching & Learning at BMA noted that as the average book is now priced at £8.99, the cost of 

author's workshops rising and the cost of trips and travel increasing for their site visit to St 

John's Library in Cambridge and other worthwhile ventures, this really will support them towards 

ensuring that our strategic initiatives to support reading and literacy at BMA can continue to be 

offered, have an impact and be successful. 

Minibus Appeal for Burnt Mill Academy 

For some years now the Company has supported Burnt Mill Academy and in return the pupils 

and staff there have given back to us through their engagement with the Company.  

Burnt Mill now needs our help in a very practical way - they need a minibus with disabled access. 

Without one, pupils miss out on sporting fixtures, educational visits, work experience placements 

and the wider opportunities that so many of us took for granted during our own school days.  

The Company's charity has launched an appeal to raise £25,000 towards the cost of the 

minibus. To date we have raised £5,200 either through direct grants or via our Just Giving Page. 

If you feel able to assist us with this appeal, please visit our Just Giving Page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/wheels4burntmill?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/wheels4burntmill?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL
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THE SPOKE CLUB 

This is a group set-up and managed by younger members of the Company (under 40s), under 

the auspices of the Livery Committee, to hold social events and gatherings to foster stronger 

relationships and fellowship amongst these members, who are the future of the Company.  

If you are interested in joining, helping with the organisation of events or just want to know 

more, please contact Josh Frost by email on joshua.frost@frostgroup.co.uk. 

 

100+ CLUB 

For the low cost of £10 per month per entry (paid by standing order either monthly or annually) 

you can enter our quarterly draw. You can, of course, have more than one entry into each draw. 

50% of all revenue gets paid into the Company’s Charity Craft & Education Fund and the 

remainder is paid out in prizes.  

Summer Court Draw Winners        

1st Prize – Stefan Hay - £420                   

2nd Prize – Richard Collins - £270   

3rd Prize – Stephen Clark - £135  

     

The Craft Fund was created in 2018 from funds raised from the 100+ Club, and it is through this 

fund that the Charity channels its support for the Wheelwrights’ craft including helping with 

Apprenticeship training costs, travel costs to college and tools. Recently the scope of this fund 

has been expanded to cover Education more generally, so the funds raised can be used to 

support our affiliated Academy, Burnt Mill.  

 

The 100+ Club is a great opportunity for our members to not only support our charitable 

efforts, but also to win great cash prizes. If you are interested, check out the web site 

(https://wheelwrights.org/100-club/) for more details or contact the Clerk. 

 

MILITARY LIAISON UPDATE 

Royal School of Artillery: Openshaw Cup Presentation 

On Friday 1st May 2026 the Upper Warden and MLO attended to the Royal School of Artillery in 

Larkhill. We received a very interesting presentation of the process and involvement of the 10-

month long course given by those who took part. They covered various aspects of the course 

which included ‘Close Support’- ‘Surveillance Target Acquisition’-Remotely Piloted Aircraft 

Systems’- ‘Ground Based Air Defence’ 

mailto:joshua.frost@frostgroup.co.uk
https://wheelwrights.org/100-club/
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The Upper Warden then presented the Openshaw Cup to WO2 Silliker, the best course 

participant, along with a model Nery Gun. He then presented a Wheelwrights’ engraved tankard 

to the runner-up SSgt Myers.  

                  

The Master Gunner then addressed the audience with a brief ‘overview’ of our current defence 

position, then made various look Service awards.    

 

HMS Severn – Captain’s Cup Presentation 

On Saturday 1st August, at a special reception onboard HMS Severn in Cowes Harbour where 

the ship was providing support for Cowes Week, HRH The Princess Royal presented ET Jay 

Glancy with the Wheelwrights’ Captain’s Cup as the best young sailor for his excellent 

performance over the past year, always going above and beyond what was expected of him. 

The Upper Warden then presented him with his citation highlighting the reasons for his 

selection. Past Master Neil Sampson did his best to try to persuade HRH The Princess Royal 

and her husband, Vice Admiral Sir Tim Laurence, to join the Wheelwrights, but to no avail! 

           

 

King’s Troop Royal Artillery 

The Company noted with deep sadness the tragic accident in which Lance Bombardier Ciara 

Sullivan was killed at the Royal Windsor Horse Show on 15th May. Condolences were sent on 

behalf of the Master, Wardens and members of the Company to the Troop and her family. 

 

Runner-up SSgt Myers Winner WO2 Silliker 

HMS Severn The Princess Royal Presenting 

the tankard to ET Glancy 

Meeting the 

Wheelwrights 

Presentation of the Citation 
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Master Gunner, St. James’s Park 

As previously mentioned, at our recent Civic Dinner at Mansion House we were honoured to 

welcome the new Master Gunner, St. James’s Park, Lt Gen Mike Elviss CB MBE to the 

Freedom of the Company. 

As background to the role, the Master Gunner, St James’s Park is the 

ceremonial head of the Royal Regiment of Artillery. The appointment was 

instituted in 1678 and originally known until 1796 as Master Gunner of 

Whitehall and St James’s Park for responsibility was held for the artillery 

defence of the Palaces of Whitehall and Westminster. The appointment is 

held by a senior Royal Artillery Officer and selected by the Monarch as 

Captain General. 

There has always been a connection between the Monarch and the Regiment. The Master 

Gunner is the link to the regiment. He presides over regimental affairs by heading a committee 

comprising serving and recently retired senior officers of the regiment which provides guidance, 

advice and direction on all matters and affairs concerning the past, present and future of the 

Regiment. Along with his fellow Masters and Chiefs, he provides a report annually to the Chief 

of the General Staff on regimental affairs. The Master Gunner also maintains the links to 

Commonwealth Royal Artilleries. 

It is believed that the 1670 Byelaws of our Worshipful Company which accompanied our Grant 

of Royal Charter had added, at the specific request of the Monarch, King Charles II, the 

following clause: 

“if att any time hereafter notice and command shall bee given to this Company to furnish His 

Majestyes Trayne of Waggons or Artillery with wheelwrights to attend the service thereof 

Thereupon this Company shall appoint fitt and able persons admitted of this Society for the said 

worke Iff thereupon any such Member shall refuse neglect or omitt to doe his duty therein as 

hee shall bee thereunto appointed by the Master Wardens and Assistants of this Company hee 

shall forfeite and pay to the use of this Company the summe of Five pounds over and besides 

such other paines and penaltyes as by His Majestye shall bee lawfully inflicted upon every such 

Offender in this behalf” 

The Artillery being the Regiment that guarded the Monarch’s two London Palaces i.e. Whitehall 

and Westminster. 

WHEELWRIGHTS’ WHATSAPP COMMUNITY 

The Company has a thriving WhatsApp Community – if you would like to be 

added to it, please let Upper Warden Nick Dutt know at nickdutt60@gmail.com 

and he will add you.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_the_General_Staff_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_of_the_General_Staff_(United_Kingdom)
mailto:nickdutt60@gmail.com
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WHEELWRIGHTS’ COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG VISIT  

4th – 8th Oct 2026 

SPACES AVAILBALE: Why not join us on this once in a lifetime trip to Colonial Williamsburg, 

commemorating both the 250th anniversary of American independence and its own centennial, 

marking 100 years since the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation (CWF) was established.  

For this special occasion, we have an action packed 5 days from 4th – 8th October 2026, as 

outlined below.   

WHEELWRIGHTS TRIP TO COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 2026 – OUTLINE PROGRAMME  

Date Morning Afternoon Evening 

Saturday 3rd 

October 

  Meal in Washington DC  

Sunday 4th 

October 

 
Transfer by coach to 

Colonial Williamsburg  

Dining options being 

considered  

Monday 5th 

October 

A guided tour of some of 

the key buildings in 

Colonial Williamsburg. 

 
Dine together at Christiana 

Campbell’s Tavern on the 

top floor.  

Tuesday 6th 

October 

A tour of the conservation 

and restoration areas of 

CW.  

Free time to have 

lunch and explore  

Dine at Shields Tavern as 

guests of Ted Boscana, 

Director of Historic Trades 

and Skills.  

Wednesday 

7th October 

An organised shuttle bus to 

the Jamestown Historic 

site. 

Travel onto Yorktown 

to visit their 

Revolutionary 

Museum  

Dining options being 

considered. 

Thursday 8th 

October 

Transfer from Colonial 

Williamsburg to 

Washington DC 

 
 

 

We now have some spaces available for the trip on which members of the Wheelwrights will be 

joined by members of the Coopers, Furniture Makers and Tin-Plate Workers (alias 

Wireworkers).   

If you are interested in joining the trip please contact Past Master David Mortlock 

urgently by email davidmortlock76@gmail.com, or by phone 07730 686863.  A £50 deposit 

per person will be required to secure your booking.  You will need to book your own flights and 

will be given a link for concessionary rates on your hotel booking in Colonial Williamsburg. 

Payments for the organised transport, visits and meals, as set out in the programme above, will 

be requested once costs are known.   

https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.org/about/strategic-plan/
mailto:davidmortlock76@gmail.com
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HONITON LACE  

In the last edition of the Hub & Spoke we noted 

that Sam Rowland’s grandmother Ruth, 

presented the Company with some traditional 

Honiton Lace that she had made (taking over 

350 hours to produce) as a thank you to the  

Company for its support of Sam through his apprenticeship. We 

thought in this edition that we’d give a little more information on this red 

listed endangered craft. 

The art of making lace is rumoured to have been 

brought to Honiton by Flemish refugees in the 

mid-to-late 16th century. In the early period 

(approx. 1620–1800), sprigs of various designs 

were worked separately by hand, then put 

together near the end of production. Later  

(approx. 1800–1840), handmade Honiton lace became obsolete with the 

invention of machine-made net, which was much cheaper to produce. 

Handmade lacework had a resurgence in popularity in the 19th century 

when Queen Victoria ordered a Honiton lace bridal dress. 19th century 

Honiton lace incorporates a variety of stitches. 

 

 STOP PRESS 

Just one final update, on 7th August Renter Warden, Sally Bridgeland 

visited our affiliated cadet unit, the South East Sector London Army 

Cadet Force on their summer camp in Oakhampton. 
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Contact Us 

The Clerk 

1a, 1-3 Oldridge Road 

London SW12 8PQ 

Email: clerk@wheelwrights.org 

Telephone: 020 8673 4820 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

➢ 10th Sept  

Tour of the Old Bailey 

(New Date) 

 

➢ 23rd Sept  

Working Wheelwrights’ 

Lunch 

  

➢ 27th Sept  

Sheep Drive & Livery 

Fair 

 

➢ 29th Sept  

Election of Lord Mayor 

 

➢ 13th Oct  

Michaelmas Court, 

Church Service & Dinner 

at Bakers’ Hall 

 

➢ 20th Oct  

Museum of London Visit 

(New Date) 

 

➢ 27th Oct  

Royal Navy Trophy Store 

Visit 

  

➢ 12th Nov  

Candlelit tour of 

Charterhouse 

 

➢ 14th Nov  

Lord Mayor’s Show 

 

➢ 3rd Dec  

Installation Dinner, 

Drapers’ Hall 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honiton
https://www.facebook.com/WORSHIPFULCOMPANYOFWHEELWRIGHTS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/64886629/
https://www.instagram.com/wheelwrights_company?igsh=aTZydG9lNXFidXUy&utm_source=qr
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